Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.065; wR factor = 0.182; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.9.
In the title compound, C 10 H 9 Cl 2 NO 3 , inversion dimers occur due to pairs of intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds from the carboxyl groups forming R 2 2 (8) loops. The dimers are linked into C(4) chains along the a axis by intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO links. A short intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO contact occurs in the molecule.
Related literature
For a related structure, see: Shah et al. (2008) . For background, see: Pellerito & Nagy (2002) . For graph-set notation, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
In order to get a better insight in how the metallic species behave inside the biological systems, it is necessary to study their coordination behavior with biomolecules i.e. ligands having hetero-donor oxygen and nitrogen atoms (Pellerito & Nagy, 2002) . Therefore, the title compound (I) has been prepared for the study of complexation with different metals.
The title compound is the structural isomer of 3-(3,5-dichloroanilinocarbonyl) propionic acid (Shah et al., 2008) . Due to the change of chloro substitution, the packing of the title compound has been changed. In this structure there does not exist any kind of π-interaction. The dimeric nature and the linkage of the dimers in title compound is in agreement with the reported structural isomer. In (I) the C==O bond distances for carboxylate and carbonyl group have values of (C10==O2: Experimental 3,4-dichloroanilline (16.2 g, 0.1 mol) and succinic anhydride (10 g, 0.1 mole) were mixed in glacial acetic acid and stirred overnight. The solution was filtered and precipitated material was washed with distilled water. The acid formed was recrystallized from acetone to yield colourless blocks of (I). (Yield: 80%). Figures   Fig. 1 . View of (I) with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. H-atoms are shown by small spheres of arbitrary radius. The dashed lines represent the intramolecular H-bonds. 
